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virtue ; individualism, at first, only saps the virtues
of public life ; but, in the long run, it attacks and
destroys all others, and is at length absorbed in down-
right egotism. Egotism is a vice as old as the world,
which does not belong to one form of societv more
than to another : individualism is of democratic
origin, and it threatens to spread in the same ratio as
the equality of conditions.
Among aristocratic nations, as families remain for
centuries in the same condition, often on the same
spot, all generations become, as it were, contem-
poraneous. A man almost always knows his fore-
fathers and respects them : he thinks he already sees
his remote descendants, and he loves them. He
willingly imposes duties on himself toward the former
and the latter ; and he will frequently sacrifice his
personal gratifications to those who went before and
to those who will come after him. Aristocratic insti-
' tutions have, moreover, the effect of closely binding
every man to several of his fellow-citizens. As the
classes of an aristocratic people are strongly marked
and permanent, each of them is regarded by its own
members as a sort of lesser country, more tangible and
more cherished than the country at large. As in
aristocratic communities all the citizens occupy fixed
positions, one above the other, the result is that each
of them always sees a man above himself whose
patronage is necessary to him, and below himself
another man whose co-operation he may claim. Men
living in aristocratic ages are therefore almost always
closely attached to something placed out of their own
...sphere, and they are often disposed to forger them-
selves. It is true that in those ages the notion of
human fellowship is faint, and that men seldom think
of sacrificing themselves for mankind ; but they often
sacrifice themselves for other men. In democratic